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THE CONVENTION ON WETLANDS 
Minutes of the online meeting to select the Scientific and Technical 
Review Panel (STRP) Regional Expert of the Latin America and Caribbean 
Region 
24 October 2025, 16:00 – 16:40 CEST 

 
Participants 
Contracting Parties: 
Antigua and Barbuda (Chair), Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Panama, Suriname 
Secretariat: 
Deputy Secretary General (Jay Aldous), Junior Professional for the Americas (Ericka Faba). 
 
 
Minutes 
 
1. The Chair of the meeting (Antigua and Barbuda), whose role was supported by the Regional 

Representatives for the Latin America and the Caribbean region in advance of the meeting, 
opened the session, welcomed participants and thanked them for their attendance. 
 

2. The Chair invited the Secretariat to present the housekeeping rules. The Secretariat 
informed participants that the captioning and translation features were enabled for this 
Zoom meeting and could be individually activated by each participant to follow the content 
of the meeting if needed.  

 
3. The Chair reminded participants that the purpose of the meeting was to select the STRP 

Regional Technical Expert for the Latin America and the Caribbean region. The Chair then 
invited the Secretariat to provide an overview of the STRP member selection process. 

 
4. The Secretariat presented an overview of the STRP composition and selection process, as 

described in Resolution XII.2. The Secretariat explained that the six Scientific Experts are 
selected from the academic and research community for their expertise in wetland science 
and related subjects, while the six Technical Experts are practitioners with applied 
experience in wetland management, policy or restoration. Regional Technical Experts 
represent each of the Convention's six regions and ensure that the regional specific 
priorities, challenges are knowledge are reflected in the Panel’s work. The Secretariat 
recalled that, following COP15, a call for nominations for the current triennium was issued. 
Based on the recommendations of the STRP Chair, Vice-Chair, and the Secretariat, the 
Management Working Group of the Standing Committee appointed six Scientific and six 
Technical Experts. For the Latin America and Caribbean region, Ms Gaitrie Usha Satnarain 
from Suriname was appointed as Technical Expert, and Dr Ignacio Rodríguez-Jorquera from 
Chile as Scientific Expert. The Secretariat further clarified that the Regional Technical Expert 
is selected directly by the region through consensus and the decision will be communicated 
to the STRP Chair to facilitate the selected Expert’s participation in the first STRP meeting, 
scheduled for the week of 24 November 2025.  
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5. The Chair opened the floor for questions. A Contracting Party inquired about the selection 
process for STRP members. The Secretariat clarified that scientific and technical experts are 
selected based on their expertise and knowledge with respect to the priorities identified for 
the triennium, rather than on regional representation or nationality.  

 
6. A Contracting Party asked how the voting process would be conducted, should one be 

required, noting that some Contracting Parties had more than one representative present. 
The Secretariat confirmed that in such case, each Contracting Party would designate one 
representative to cast the vote and the Secretariat was prepared to facilitate the process 
accordingly. 

 
7. Given that nominations for the STRP Regional Technical Expert role had been submitted by 

Colombia and Jamaica, the Chair invited both Contracting Parties to present their 
respective nominees and share any additional information they considered relevant. The 
Chair recalled that the Secretariat had circulated the CVs of both candidates prior to the 
meeting. The nominations received were Ms Vera Tatiana Martínez Baños from Colombia 
and Dr Camilo Trench from Jamaica.  

 
8. Both Colombia and Jamaica presented their nominees, acknowledging that the two 

candidates were highly qualified and aligned with the priorities identified for the triennium.  
 

9. Several Contracting Parties expressed that both nominees had strong qualifications, 
relevant professional experience and the capacity to represent the region effectively. Some 
Contracting Parties expressed support for the nomination from Colombia, based strictly on 
technical criteria, while others supported the candidate from Jamaica, emphasising the 
importance of including the perspectives of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) within the 
STRP.  

 
10.  As consensus was not reached, the Chair proposed to proceed to a vote and invited the 

Secretariat to facilitate the process.  
 

11. The Secretariat explained that an electronic vote would be conducted through the Zoom 
platform, with information displayed both in English and Spanish. Participants would select 
one of the two candidates and the voting would remain open for 45 seconds. Once the vote 
was closed, results would be automatically displayed on the participants’ screen. The 
Secretariat noted that some Contracting Parties had more than one representative present 
and indicated that it would be necessary to confirm which representative would cast the 
official vote on behalf of each Contracting Party. After these clarifications were provided, 
the voting process was opened.  

 
12. After 45 seconds, the Secretariat closed the voting as announced and the results were 

automatically displayed on screen: 73% of the votes were cast in favour of the Ms Vera 
Tatina Martínez Baños from Colombia, and 27% in favour of Dr Camilo Trench from 
Jamaica. 

 
13. In light of the results, the Chair congratulated Ms Martínez Baños as the selected Regional 

Technical Expert for the Latin America and Caribbean region and requested the Secretariat 
to inform the STRP Chair of the outcome.  
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14. The Chair thanked participants for their engagement and the Secretariat for organising the 

meeting. The Chair subsequently closed the session. 


